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just the facts.

Birthday
Prov

His Show Biz
Struggles Behind
Him For Now,
Robert Palmer
Watkins Is
Savoring His GH
Success

here is something charming abowt
someone who doesa’t take their

thing extremely charming listenang
to Robert Palmer Watkins talk abost what
it means 10 him to have found a home on
GENERAL HOSPITAL.

The caly son of an interior designee/
crafls enthusiast mom and an ice cream
franchise ownerfamatcur musician father, the
Noeth Caroling native showed his own penchant
for the arts af an carly age. “T was the kid in the
ncighborhood that was like, “Let’s put oo a play!'
or, “I've pot a video camera, kt's film some-
thing!" " he recalls. “Even if we were pliying tag,
soenchow | would make it into, ke, ‘lnssead of
g, kt's play Scream and the person who's “it™
i the killer and imscad of tagging them, you have
10 fake stabbing them.” ™ Back then, he harboced
drcans of becoming a Disney andmator, but o
something of a whim, he chose 10 enter his high
school’s theater program imstead of its visual ants
track. One play (Woody Allen's Doa't Drink the
Water) kater, T was just hookod, and since then,”
with the smwavering support of his parents, *T've
Just boen peared sowand acting.”

sucoess for gramtod — and some-
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did you know?

]

After training in LA, at the Amencan
Musical and Desmatic Academy, be bat
the sndition circuit — and that's where his
dreamns ran smack dab ineo hanh reality,
“Becoming an actor is the handest thing
I've ever gone theough in my kife,” be
groans. “That might not be saying much
because | did live a presty prvileged life;
1 coene froe a really good famsly and we
always had food on the table and Al that ™
But the strugghe 10 get noticed in a sea of
hopefials, and 10 book actual jobs, “I1s hard
a0 54T e exchains. “1 really had o frind
haed. It's emotionally, physically, and
mentally draining, and every repction
you get is really hand 10 not take person-
ally, | scroen-dessed for really beg jobs,
thinking. “This is gonna change my life.
I"m not goesa have 10 work theee jobs and &
barely be able 10 affoed ramen noodies foe
dinmer, finally! My car’s not goana becak
down o the side of the road because |
can't affoed %0 fill it up with gas!” Then
you don’t get it and it just crushes you
And your whole family is excited for you
and you have 1o tell them the bad news
I's rough™

It's no woader, then, that he describes
the day he found out he'd booked GH “the
best day of my life. And even though [ was
miserable trying 1o survive oot here, I'm so
gratefel for all of that because | don't take
this job for granted. On a day where I'm feel-
ing tired o set, | pinch myself and go, *Shut
wp, dude! You're a working actoe!” ™

One of the sweetest parts of landiag the
@

“Every rejection you
get is really hard to
not take personally.”

gig was getting 10 share the happy news
with his loved ocacs. “1 found cut on my
moe's birthday,” he beams. “I called ber
a work and they announced it over the
intercom: “Happry bisthday, Masibeth, your
son just booked GENERAL HOSPITALY
She came 10 the phone screaming and
crying. It was so great 10 tell my family
because they'd boen on the whole emo-
tional roller coaster with me, talking me

o

off the ledge, saying, "No, doa't come
home, You're meant to do this." To finally
have some payoff was beautiful, for lack
of a better word.™

Also pretty awesome? Quitting his day
Jobs, inchading his gig as a valet & the
Carlyle, a high-rise condo complex. “I
actually loved that job and the people |
worked with are family 1o me, bet I'm not
ponna hie: It felt good 1o get out of there.”
(His buds there stll have his back, and
watch him on GH from the beeak room.)

He hasn’t done mwch spharging with his
chevated paycheck (1 did move into a new
apartment, which is preat, because in my
old place, | didn"t have a kitchen sink or a
stove of a dishwasher or A/C or a parking
spot, and those iems make a big differ-
ence’), choosing 10 be more practical (*1've
been broke for so koag, | wast 10 just put
some moncy in savings™), but is discover-
ing the many litthe Juxuries that come with
having a paid acting job. “1 have free time,
1 want 10 start doing the other things that |
cnjoy in life — singang, poing 0 the beach.
1 can breathe a Inthe bit, becawse I'm not
always worrying abhout the next audition, o
tired froe working two jobs.

“I think this year, I'm going to find
myself again outside of acting. which

is nice,” he muses. “I've been so one-
track-mind on making it as an actor, and
now | feel hike | can find out who Robert
is again”

As for finding ost who Dillon is, well,
the hitthe boy who once ealisted neighboe-
hood Kids to be in his amateur movies can
certainly relate to his filmeaker alier ego,
and his castmates have helped him feel ot
case from day ooe. "Emene Rylan (Ludu)
has been amazing: | am so freakin® bocky
10 come on %0 this show and be paired up
with her. And 10 have Jane Elliot [Tracy)
playing my moen is such a gift. She came
right to my room my first day here 1o start
builing a relationship off camera that
helps give us that mothe/son chemistry.
Everyone here has so much to teach me
and I'm just trying o soak tall up.™ )

funny you
should notice...
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